Notes from Parent Band Booster Meeting on 07Dec2011
· CMS Band web page

· www.cmsbands.org
· Please check regularly for band information

· Please read over the Band Manual, which has been updated for this year

· Especially the section on Band Requirements: note that performances are mandatory (as this is a curricular class, so they take precedence over extra-curricular activities that may come up)

· Calendar is posted on the website, as well

· An addition to the posted calendar:  if the Wind Ensemble receives Superior ratings at the adjudication (as they typically do), then they will be invited to the State Band Festival in early May (during the school day.)

· Let us know if there is information you want to find here that is not on the site

· Contact Forms: please fill out and provide to Band Booster Board

· Two options - paper (sent home with child) or electronic (via CMS Band web page)

· Band Booster Board will use contact information to disseminate band information for the rest of the year

· Includes contact information in case of emergency during field trips

· Donations

· The band relies on generosity of band families to help fund music and instruments

· Quarter Note (and above) patrons will receive a concert CD of recordings of the Winter and Spring concerts

· Schedule

· Note: bands are grouped by ability, with all grades combined in each

· Wind Ensemble – 11:40 – 12:42 (Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays)

· More advanced music

· Will conduct morning rehearsals (before school) 1 or 2 times per week when we get closer to the Adjudication

· Concert Band – 1:00 – 1:45 (Daily)

· Sectionals conducted throughout the week: once for each group (45 min)

· Students miss one half of a related arts (RA) class each week (on a rotating schedule, so it is not always the same class missed)

· Jazz Band – before school

· Auditions will be held in the next few weeks

· Rehearsals will start after Winter Break

· Rehearsals will be one or two mornings each week, before school 

· When Wind Ensemble or Orchestra need to conduct morning rehearsals, then the Jazz Band will only meet once per week

· Music in the Parks

· Mr. Smith is hoping to be able to bring the Wind Ensemble and Jazz Bands to Hershey Park again this year for the Music in the Parks festival 

· CMS usually gets lots of large First Place trophies at this festival and the kids also get to spend a lot of time riding the rides in the park

· Unfortunately, we are currently on the Waiting List this year, as there is not enough room for the Band right now (the Orchestra and Chorus are already accepted.)  We’re hoping to make it work and will inform everyone of the progress.

· If we are able to go, the date is May 18th – it is a Friday that the school is closed for students.

· 8th Grade Auditions for high school band placement

· Students who will be entering 9th Grade next year will need to audition for their high schools for placement in bands at those schools.

· Students can choose what they play for the high school band directors – it is recommended that it be something that showcases the student’s talents.  If the student prepared audition music for GT Band or All-State, one of those pieces can be a good choice.  

· Check the band information on the high school’s websites for the most updated information on audition requirements and dates.   We’ll inform the students once we have specifics, and often the band directors come from the schools to address the students personally.

· River Hill auditions are coming up in mid-January

· Atholton auditions are typically in March

· Concert Attire

· For all students: white top, dark bottom, dark socks, dark shoes 

· For gentlemen – please wear a tie

· Students should not wear casual clothes (such as t-shirts or shorts) but should not need fancy new outfits to be purchased

· Community Support

· Mr. Smith discussed how wonderful the support of this community has been for the Band

· In-house Field Trips

· Mr. Smith is working on arranging several in-house field trips to benefit our band students:

· A quartet or quintet from the Army Field Band will be coming in to play for the CMS Band students

· Chris Vadala, nationally renowned saxophonist who teaches at University of Maryland, College Park

· Brian Balmages, who is the composer of several of the pieces being played by both bands

· Howard County Solo and Ensemble Festival

· First Saturday in February (2/4/12)

· Adjudication opportunity for students to be heard and assessed by professionals aside from those who hear them regularly

· Provide encouraging and constructive feedback to participants
· Optional opportunity for any interested students

· Not just for kids with private lessons, but it helps

· Most participants who are performing a solo will need to play with a piano accompanist

· Accompanist list can be found on the website, if needed

· Students who score a “1” (Superior rating) are invited to participate in the State Solo & Ensemble Festival  in May
· Repertory Band

· Information will be forthcoming: outstanding opportunity for advanced middle and high School students to play with a nationally known composer and instructor

· This year’s Repertory Band will be lead by Richard Sausedo (whose band was just in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade)

· Rehearsal all day on Saturday, March 24th, performance on Sunday, March 25th.

· Auditions will be announced shortly

· Students who made it into All-State Band are automatically accepted (but they will still need to play for placement)

