Hello Students and Parents:

Welcome to the 2017 Carson Middle School Jazz Band auditions!  We are happy of your interest to be a part of this wonderful jazz group with the best of the best from our area.  Please read all of this information carefully so you fully understand what is required of you for this audition.

2.  Auditions
They will take place at Carson Middle School.  Times will be during school for current students and after school for those not currently in jazz band. After school times are 2:30-3:30 on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 30 and 31, and 12-1 PM on June 7, 8, 9, 12, and 13.  Audition times will be handled on a “first come, first served” basis so you will not be receiving an audition time.  Each student is responsible for notifying Mr. Jacques in advance if they are auditioning.    All students must audition at the designated time.
3.  The Audition Process
Prepared Piece - Melody (50%)

Students will perform “St. Louis Blues” with correct style and appropriate tempo. In the audition, students will play along with the rehearsal track provided on www.cmsbands.org.  Drum Set players will also play the “Drum Jazz Audition” page. 
Prepared Piece - Improvisation (20%)

This portion is optional for those who are new to jazz, but I encourage students to make an effort. Each student will have the opportunity to improvise, one time, along with the appropriate pre-recorded track over the second half of the prepared piece. Students do not need to bring a player or recording.  Each audio track will be titled and say which track each instrument should use to play with.  *Attention All percussion players – your improvisation will be performed on vibes. 
Call-And-Response (30%)

In this portion, Mr. Jacques will play a few simple phrases and students will play back what they hear. Points are awarded based on accuracy.
4.  Selection of Students

a. Students are selected on the basis of performing ability. Current students will also be considered based on overall citizenship and effort throughout the 2016-2017 school year.
b. The following instruments are used in jazz band: Saxophone, trombone, trumpet, flute, drums, vibes, guitar, piano, bass
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  Thank you and GOOD LUCK!!
Sincerely,
Nick Jacques
Jazz Band Director
